
How NON-UE citizens may (happily ever after) live in Italy without a Golden Visa 

Although Italy has not implemented yet the so called “Golden Visa” legislation (like for
example, Ireland, Portugal, and Spain), which is a Visa issued upon purchasing of real
estate with a certain value, there are legitimate ways to achieve the same result. In fact,
it is possible to obtain a residence permit trough an application for “elective residency”.

In the alternative, where the applicant does not have a need to reside in Italy for more
than 90 days per semester, or in case there is no intention to transfer the residency in
Italy, bust still the wish to buy real estate in this country, it will always be possible to re-
quest a long-.term Schengen Visa (5 years). In such case, the applicant will have to
prove the acquisition of real estate in Italy and to have been the beneficiary of a prior
Visa in the Schengen area. 

As opposed to the Golden Visa, the purchase alone of a residence in Italy does not au-
tomatically entitle a foreign person to obtain a Visa or residence permit in Italy. Nor a
minimum value for the property is required, although a significant value of the property
will result in a better chance for the success of the application. 

The applicant must also have large economic resources adequate and continued over
time sufficient to maintain the applicant and his/her family members; such resources
may derive from pensions, annuities, economic activities. They cannot be resources de-
riving from employment in Italy, and they should not be less than € 31,000 per year
(gross  figure)1.  Even  the  living-in  spouse,  children  under  18,  live-in  dependent  and
above 18 children, may apply for the Visa, provided that the above financial capabilities
are also considered appropriate to maintain the latter. In particular, if the applicant re-
quires a Visa for the spouse, the amount of the monthly income must be increased by at
least 20%. The increase will be at least 5% for each child for whom the application is
made2;

The request for a "Permit for elective residence" (the "Residence Permit") is divided into
two steps: (a) a request for Elective Residence Visa from the Italian Embassy in the
NON-EU Country (the “Visa”); (b) a subsequent request for the Residence Permit at the
police headquarters (Questura) in Italy.

1 For the sake of clarity,  please note that on this point Italian law only states that the economic resources

may not derive from employment in Italy. The law does not expressly state that the resources may or may
not come from employment in the home State of the applicant. As such, it may be interpreted that there is
not a prohibition that the resources come from employment in the home State of the applicant, depending
on the type of employment and position. It should also be kept in mind that, being the issuing of the Visa
and the Residency Permit  discretionary,  this requirement will  have to be evaluated by the competent
authorities.

2 The notion of family includes: spouses and children. It does not include parents or brother for which, 

once the applicant has obtained the Residency Permit, it will be possible to request a “Reunion Permit” 
upon the occurrence of certain conditions (i.e. the family member needing medical assistance, no other 

family members in the home State that have the economic capacity to provide, etc.). 



Foreign applicants usually have many questions on their eligibility, requirements of the
real estate, forms, timing, the procedure in general, and the application may be tricky. 

Although there are no specific requirements to buy new property, or on the cadastral
values of it, etc…, the one requirement that must be met relates to the minimum size of
the property. The suitable size of the property is decided by each Region that has its
own regulation. As such, this requirement has to be verified on case-by-case basis. 

In the Veneto Region, for example, the size of the property should be calculated on the
basis of 14 square meters for each person who will have to live there; in the Lazio Re-
gion, it is 12 square meters. 

As to the timing, to obtain the Visa, there is no fixed timeframe, as it depends by the of-
fice who will be handling it, in what area and how many requests are made at the time,
and on other variants. We can roughly assume a timing from 1 to 3 months. The issuing
of the Residence Permit will  be made approximately within 120 days of the request.
Meanwhile the receipt of the request for permission, presence of the applicant in the
Italian territory is not required.

The application may be onerous (forms, documents to be translated,  legalization or
Apostille), but the main applicant and the children (under 18 or dependent) can apply to-
gether.    

The duration of the Visa is one year, however within 8 days from the entry of the Visa
holder into the Italian territory, it is necessary to apply for the Residence Permit or the
Visa will become invalid. The duration of the Residence Permit is 1 year renewable from
year to year, up to 5 years of residence in Italy where the applicant may apply for the
Residence Permit for Long Period Residents in EU, which does not expire. 

The Residence  Permit  holder  cannot  reside  outside  of  Italy  for  period  exceeding 6
months in a row; this means that there is not a minimum length of stay in Italy per year,
but the Residency Permit holder cannot be outside of Italy for more than six consecutive
months. 

The issuing of the Visa and the Residence Permit is discretionary, but certainly the 
more the applicant may prove his/her economic independence, the better. 
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